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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Site Name and Location

Barrels, Incorporated County: Ingham
1404 N, Larch Street Michigan Code Number: 3304N02WO09AA
Lansing, Michigan 48906 _ DNR District: Lansing

EPA ID Number: MID017188673

A preliminary assessment for Barrels, Inc. was specifically requested
by EPA. Barrels, Inc. was a barrel reclaiming facility which was owned
and operated by Mr. Morris Goldstein. The facility received metal
barrels from industrial facilities for cleaning and repainting. All
.- containers received were supposedly empty, although employees reported

that the barrels usually contained one to two inches of sludge. To
‘dispose of the sludge, workers dumped the residue onto the ground in
back of the plant. This practice continued for many years. Barrels

‘ waiting for refurbishing were left outside, often without lids. Rain-

“.gdter filled the barrels and overflowed onto the ground, resulting in
soil contamination. Paint sludges were also deposited at this North
Lansing industrial site. Several private residences are located in
the adjoining neighborhood. : )

Soils on site are contaminated with heavy metals, volatile hydrocarbons,
PCBs, 0il and grease, plus many inorganic substances. O0il and grease
was discovered in the soil at 170,000 ppm, chromium at 15,000 ppm, iron
at 77,000 ppm, and lead at 71,000 ppm. '

The potential exists for contamination of the Lansing municipal well
which supplies water for the City of Lansing, East Lansing Township,

and Delhi Township. The Grand River flows within 1/2 mile of the site,
Air quality reports indicate elevated levels for benzene and methylene
chloride. There are reported incidents of worker exposure and injury
during the company's operational years. Barrels, Inc. is now closed
and fenced, but reliable reports indicate that the fence was cut, allowing
access to transients and children.

Follow Up Recommendation for EPA

All of the above mentioned hazardous conditions make for a "high" priority
for inspection at Barrels, Inc. Since soil surface contamination has

been confirmed, and ground and drinking water contamination are suspected,
ingpections should include tests .to confirm groundwater contamination,
determine the extent of the plume if one exists, and assess the threat

to drinking water.

Date: July 20, 1984
Name: B. Grabowski

cc: Site File



